188.  SATTAGRAHA AGAIV
General Smuts has offered to repeal the [Asiatic Registration] Act,
but on certain conditions [which are unacceptable]. That a further
battle remained to be fought in the Indian war in the Transvaal has
now become clear. In every great war, more than one battle has to
be fought. The Russo-Japanese war lasted for over a year. In the
course of that war, four or five well-known battles were fought, at Port
Arthur, Mukden, etc. The Boer War also lasted for two or three years
and came to an end only after several battles had been fought. The
war of the Transvaal Indians is not an armed conflict as these were.
Save for that, this, too, is a war. For, if we think of the consequences,
this war [waged] through satyagraha is no whit less of a war than
those fought with [gun and] powder. Victory or defeat in this war
will have far-reaching consequences for Indians in other Colonies, No
other consequence can be more important than this.1 Looking at it
thus, we can unhesitatingly compare this fight by a handful of Indians
in the Transvaal to the great campaigns mentioned above.
A number of battles may be won in the course of a war, but all
the gains are wiped out if the final battle is lost. The same is true of
the Transvaal Indians5 satyagraha. The first battle was fought
in 1906.2 It was waged in the arena of British politics, and the
Deputation returned victorious. This was followed, by a series of en-
counters in which the Indian community showed fine mettle; it earned
for itself a name as a brave community which, though a mere handful,
compelled the Boers to yield by sheer dint of courage and truth. As it
happened, however, a large number of Indians were dissatisfied with
the settlement, which means that, in their view, the fight had not been
carried far enough. General Smuts has now provided the opportunity
to complete what was prematurely abandoned. We believe therefore
that satyagrahi Indians, instead of feeling unhappy at the resumption
of the campaign, will shout back an eager response to the [war] cry.
Those who were angry with the leaders for having prematurely
called off the campaign have now an opportunity to prove their since-
rity. They must make common cause with the others and boldly declare
' that they are ready to lay down their lives for the sake of the honour
and rights of Indians. If the Indian community evinces this spirit for
1 No other consequence of satyagraha, such as loss of property or persona! in-
convenience suffered by satyagrahis, can be more important than that which bears
on the conditions of Indians everywhere,
2 The reference is to the Transvaal Indian Deputation that visited England.
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